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Last week, we looked at:

1. Background

2. What is morphology? What does a 

morphological approach look like?

3. The research & evidence, national 

landscape

5. Task!

4. The resources & how to use them

Today, we’ll look at:

1. Using assessment to plan and set targets

2. Teaching a morpheme

4. Word mastery & word espionage

3. Games for morphological awareness, 

reading and spelling

5. Getting ready

6. Questions



1

Page references

Your task this week

175

Have a go at the 

morphological awareness 

assessment on someone and 

come back ready to share!

In Breakout rooms, discuss

175

What did you find out? 

Did anything surprise you? 

What would you do 

differently next time? 

What will you do now?

1. Using the 

assessments to 

plan and set 

targets

Assessment 

Summary Sheet

199

Chapter 8 on page 48 offers full guidance 

on how to use the planning documents.

48

Planning materials



204Word lists for planning

Affixes have been taken from 

the English curriculum Y 1 - 6 

Track back according to your 

learner 

They link with many roots - 

these can be extended to 

Latin and Greek if appropriate 204

Word lists 

for planning

202

Roots have been picked 

for their potential for 

word play 

Pick and choose what 

your learners need 

teaching from the 

assessments

Suggested Teaching Sequence 202Suggested Teaching Sequence

204
6 Week Plan

1 root and 1 affix per week 

Lots of word play & 

morphological awareness 

Overlearning through 

games & sentence 

dictations

261
Planning for extended learning

All the games, activities 

and strategies can be used 

at different levels - just 

change the words you use!



2. Strategies for 

teaching a new 

morpheme

80

How to teach a new root

Use the morpheme card for your root and a 

selection of morpheme cards for affixes 

(include some red herrings! E.g. -s, -ness, er, 

un-, -est, -ed, -ing, re-, -ment, -y, mis-, -ly) 

Read the root. What does it mean? Write it/

make it with tactile letters.  

What other words can you make from this 

root? Use Affix Cards to make them - see 

how many words you can make. 

Make a portal for your targeted root

Here the root is move: drop e consonant rule

Here the root is music

para- medic

-ine 

-ine 

-al 

-s

-al

Here the root is medic



Use The Morph handshake to make and say the words in your portal
After writing the words in the 

portal and using The Morph, 

dictate the words for the 

students to write and 

highlight, according to the 

Morph Colour coding, in a list. 

Always ask them to say the 

word too - this is more multi-

sensory.

90

How to teach a new affix

Use the morpheme card for your affix and a 

selection of morpheme cards for roots 

(include some red herrings! E.g. fit, kind, 

mad, sad, pay, home, strict, shy, tidy, happy) 

Read the affix. What does it mean? Write it/

make it with tactile letters.  

What other words can you make from this 

affix? Use root Cards to make them - see 

how many words you can make. 

90
fitness 

wetness 

madness 

kindness 

happiness 

tidiness 

rudeness 

unfitness 

unkindness 

unhappiness 

endlessness 

fearlessness

Make a portal for -ness

Do the 

Morph for 

your -ness 

words!



Do The Morph for -ness

Using portals: Latin

para- medic

-ine 

-ine 

-al 

-s

-al

Which morpheme does this portal 

represent?

3. Games for 

teaching 

morphological 

awareness & word 

agility (reading 

and spelling)

Chapter 10 details all the 

games and the index tells 

you quickly: 

What area it targets 

Whether it is adaptable to 

the whole class 

Whether you can see a film 

of it on the companion 

website
102

Morphological 

awareness is taught 

through games.  

These are great for 

teaching 

vocabulary and 

grammar. 

102



Word agiity 

games are used 

to reinforce 

taught 

morphemes/ 

spellings - great 

for over-learning

4. Word mastery 

& word espionage

Studying words and 

their parts 

Deconstructing them 

a n d p u t t i n g t h e m 

together differently 

Asking questions about 

them

Word mastery
237

Word Mastery

Unfairly

237
Word MasteryUnfairly 237

Word MasteryUnfairly



237
Word MasteryUnfairly 237

Word MasteryUnfairly

237
Word MasteryUnfairly 237

Word MasteryUnfairly

237
Word MasteryUnfairly 237

Word MasteryUnfairly



237
Word MasteryUnfairly 237

Word Mastery

Fatty

237
Word Mastery

Fatty 237
Word Mastery

Fatty

237
Word Mastery

Fatty
Being spies when reading 

and writing text 

Looking out for morphemes 

in words

Word espionage



55

98
Word 

espionage: 

reading
98

Word 

espionage: 

reading

Being spies when 

reading and writing 

text 

Looking out for 

morphemes in word 

Checking meanings of 

words in texts that you 

are reading and writing

Word espionage

98

98

5. Getting ready

Prepare your 

resources



Morpheme 

Cards

242

Morpheme 

Cards

237
Highlighter 

pens 70Spinner bases 

and spinners

https://www.abacused.com.au 

https://www.cleverclassroom.net.au 

https://www.smartkids.com.au

70Voice recorders

www.smartkids.com.au 

www.communicateat.com.au 

https://at-aust.org 

Other providers are 

available!

237
Word Mastery 

Questions

https://www.abacused.com.au/spinners-in-a-spinner-set
https://www.cleverclassroom.net.au/products/coloured-spinners-for-maths-games-and-activities
https://www.smartkids.com.au/search?q=blank+spinner+bases
http://www.talkingproducts.com
https://at-aust.org


Assess your learner & set 

some targets for teaching

Chapter 8 on page 48 offers full guidance 

on how to use the planning documents.

48

Planning materials

Questions?

Further training with Patoss (all OnDemand): 

1. Morph Mastery, an Introduction: 3 hour webinar available 

OnDemand (suitable for English leads, specialist teachers, SENCOs) 

2. Morph Mastery in the Classroom: 2 hour webinar for class  

3. Morph Mastery for Parents: 1.5 hour webinar available OnDemand 

(a course for parents of students already on the intervention in 

school/education setting)

Want to find out more?

Training can be offered separately to schools/clusters/

groups. Pricing is on my website.

Other training opportunities

I’ll be setting up a new training portal this spring with lots 

of opportunities to train in Morph Mastery and other topics 

related to SPLD at affordable prices.

Sign up to my newsletter to stay up to date. 

www.louiseselbydyslexia.com

Thank you for listening! 

Please keep the conversation going… 

louise@louiseselbydyslexia.com 

louiseselbydyslexia.com

mailto:louise@louiseselbydyslexia.com
http://louiseselbydyslexia.com

