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Session 1

Language, reading & writing

Writing Instruction – Set of first principles 

1. Process approach to writing – think, plan, write, revise 

2. Metacognitive and metalinguistic instruction 

3. Explicit teaching of text (macro)structure 

4. Organising information using graphic organisers for both 

comprehension and expression 

5. Building background knowledge using read alouds and text 
analysis

6. Oral to written

7. Repeated opportunities for telling, retelling and generating 

stories

8. Moving from retell to generation 

9. Contextualised vocabulary, syntax and punctuation instruction 

10. Self-regulated strategy development (SRSD)

motivation

I do, We do, 
You do

participation



Session 2



Session 3



Session 4



Session 5 – Writer’s Craft



Session 5 - Spelling



Session 6 



Putting It All Together: The Big Ideas



Content writing 
promotes and deepens 

content learning.

Teachers in any subject 
area can support 

writing.



Being able to write 
information, 
opinion/argument 
and narrative texts 
are critical.



Writing is complex 
and requires 
students to 
integrate many 
different skills and 
strategies



Consider how 
difficulties with 
transcription 
(spelling, 
handwriting, 
keyboarding) might 
affect students’ 
writing.



Students should consider the TAP for 
any writing task



Explicitly teach students strategies and skills to 
support all stages of the writing process



Sentences and paragraphs are the building blocks of writing, and 
students benefit from explicit instruction that helps them produce 

quality sentences and paragraphs.



Writing-to-learn tasks 
(summarising, writing 
assignments) that require 
students to respond to a 
narrative or informational 
text supports content 
learning and critical 
thinking.



Basic Comprehension of Text

Read text more than 1x

1st read = overall 
understanding of the text 

Use questions to support 
comprehension

Available with 
purchase of The 

Writing Rope



Text Annotation

• 2nd read = search for relevant 
information and annotate the text

• Annotations: 

• margin notes 

• highlighting/underlining

• ‘Reading with a pencil’

• Tips: 
• underline/highlight info relevant to 

writing task

• use more than 1 colour – 1x for 
main idea, 1x for supporting info

• connect ideas with lines & arrows 

• use symbols (*, #?) 

• notes in margin to clarify 
meaning/thinking, ask questions

• paraphrase key phrases from text
Available with 

purchase of The 
Writing Rope



Two-Column Notes

• Two-line column for organising 
information from multiple sources

• Vertical line down the length of the 
page 

• Horizontal line near the top 

• Left column = big ideas 

• Right column = supporting details 

• Completed prior to writing a 
response to a writing prompt

Available with 
purchase of The 

Writing Rope



Seven Teaching Principles

1. Gradual release of responsibility when teaching 
a skill, using an I do it, we do it, you do 
it approach

2. Explicit instruction of writing strategies, using a 
think-aloud approach

3. Differentiated instruction to meet individual 
student needs

4. Scaffolding to support learning of new skills

5. Opportunities for collaboration with peers

6. Use of mentor text as models for writing

7. Increasing the amount students write in all 
subject areas

Available with 
purchase of The 

Writing Rope



1. Gradual release of responsibility when teaching a skill, 
using an I do it, we do it, you do it approach

• A direct approach to introducing and teaching a new 
writing skill, strategy or technique.



2. Explicit instruction of writing strategies, using a think-
aloud approach

• Structured and sequenced steps to teach a specific skill. 

• Explain the skill, model how to apply the skill using think-
alouds, provide guided practice with feedback. 

• Include:
• strategies planning, revising, and editing compositions. 

• generic processes – brainstorming, collaborating, peer revising

• specific writing tasks – writing opinion or argument



3. Differentiated instruction to meet individual student 
needs

• Designing instruction to suit individual student needs rather 
than using a standardised approach.

www.trackstoliteracy.com/ 

Narrative Story Planner Level 1 Narrative Story Planner Level 4

Narrative Story Board Level 1© Tracks to Literacy 
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4. Scaffolding to support learning of new skills

• Assistance offered by teacher or peer.

• To support learning a writing skill that a student is unable to 
grasp independently. 

• Remove assistance once skill is learned.

• Not the same as doing the work for students.

• A hallmark of differentiated instruction.



5. Opportunities for collaboration with peers

• Writing is a social activity and best learned in community. 

• Collaborative writing had been found to have a significant 
effect on improving student writing.

• Includes opportunities for students to plan, draft, revise 
and edit their writing pieces.



Available with 
purchase of The 

Writing Rope

Available with 
purchase of The 

Writing Rope



6. Use of mentor text as models for writing

• Used to show students what good writing look like. 

• Students can emulate style, language and structure of the 
text.



7. Increasing the amount students write in all subject 
areas

• Adequate time is essential. 

• Can occur during content instruction.

• Writing can extend critical thinking about a subject-are topic. 

• Writing in subject areas can include short- and long-term writing tasks.



Summary and thanks
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