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Learning Difficulties Australia is an association of teachers and other professionals dedicated 

to assisting students with learning difficulties through effective teaching practices based on 

scientific research.
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DECODABLES 
IN TIER 2 AND 
TIER 3 
INTERVENTION

Alison Clarke

Speech Pathologist

SESSION OUTLINE
• Defining decodable/accountable text

• Ways to use decodables:

• Before reading

• During reading

• After reading

• Tour of  Phonic Books suitable for ages 8 and up published since 2020.

• A few other publishers’ less well-known decodables

• Hi-lo or transitional texts – Fox Kid, Barrington Stoke, High Noon, Rhino, Firecracker...

• Questions/discussion
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KEY REFERENCES

WILEY BLEVINS P6

“A decodable text is a story or book that is controlled based on the phonics 
skills taught up to that point in the scope and sequence, with an emphasis 
on the new target skill for that instructional cycle (e.g. week of  instruction). 
That is, the majority of the words in a decodable text can be sounded out 
based on the sound-spelling relationships children have learned – giving 
them loads of  opportunities to apply those skills to real reading 
experiences”.

HEIDI-ANNE MESMER & 
KATIE HILDEN P56
• “Instead of thinking about books as either decodable or 

not decodable, we believe that teachers should think 
about books on a continuum from highly decodable, 
with many words that the student knows or could 
decode, to least decodable, with very few, if  any, words 
that the reader might be able to decode” (p56)

• “Within the context of interventions or one-on-one 
tutoring, decodable text is not highly influential... In a 
carefully specified intervention, explicit, systematic 
phonics instruction with a skilled teacher is more 
powerful than text.” BUT “Use highly decodable texts 
when students do not have a knowledgeable teacher by 
their side” (p60)
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WAYS TO USE: BEFORE READING

• Teach automatic recognition of relevant/target sound-spelling relationships

• Teach print tracking

• Teach relevant high-frequency words with harder spellings

• Teach independent blending

• Check/pre-teach any high-frequency words beyond current phonics knowledge

• DO NOT preread the book aloud to the student.

• Avoid books with lots of words beyond student’s oral vocabulary

• If  the student has a choice of which book/set to read, maybe that helps with motivation?

• Talk the book up! Say you’ll be asking questions about it later.

WAYS TO USE: DURING READING

• Aim = ACCURACY, using a sounding-out (not guessing!) strategy.

• Prompt, pause and praise self-correction, before offering correction.

• Provide missing sounds (not words), encourage flexing/pronunciation correction as relevant

• Reread at conversational rate for a very slow reader (under 90WPM). We speak at around ~150 
WPM, and that’s how fast our brains like to process language. 60WPM is too slow for 
comprehension/enjoyment, so reread with expression/discuss/elaborate.

• Take turns to read a sentence or page if  it’s a hard slog.

• Aim for 5 X specific praise/positive reinforcement for every correction. 
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WAYS TO USE: AFTER READING

• Check comprehension and any difficult vocabulary

• Timed reread of  part or whole – get a PB

• Targeted word-level skills – Sound swaps, word 
ladders, reading and spelling activities

• Check for retention with a spelling quiz, or try 
sentence level dictation esp for homophones e.g.

• The ship shop had a sail sale

• The male fox ran with the mail bag.

CHEAP!

TOUR OF
DECODABLES 
SUITABLE FOR 
AGES 8 AND UP 
PUBLISHED 
SINCE 2020

MOON DOGS EXTRAS SET 1
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MOON DOGS EXTRAS 2

MEL ON MARS

Same sequence as Magic Belt, That Dog

GET OUT OF THE GAME

Same sequence as Magic Belt, That Dog
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THE FACT FILES

Same sequence as Magic Belt, That Dog

THE FACT FILES 2

Same sequence as Magic Belt, That Dog

PET SITTERS Same sequence as Alba, Totem
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MOON DOGS SPLIT VOWEL SERIES

Same sequence as Dandelion Split Vowels

DRAGON EGGS Same sequence as Talisman 1, Rescue, Island Adventure

HIDDEN IN PARIS Same sequence as Titan’s Gauntlets
A little easier than Talisman 2
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DARK WATERS Same sequence as Amber Guardians

OTHER TITLES 
FOR OLDER 
LEARNERS

FOX KID
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SOUND OUT CHAPTER BOOKS

SOUND OUT CHAPTER BOOKS APP

• Sound Out Chapter Book “The Red Cap” iPad app (not sure if  Google Play includes freebie)

SOUND OUT INFOMAGS
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DROP IN SERIES

LOTS OF FREE DECODABLE TEXT:
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LET ME KNOW IF YOU’D LIKE TO READ SPECIFIC 
BOOKS ON OUR COMFY WAITING ROOM COUCHES

QUESTIONS/DISCUSSION
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